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GENTLEMEN. a 
GREAT deal of Reſpect is cer- 


tainly due to your Characters, as to 
Men of Property, and of Honour ; 
in which Light I venture to addreſs myſelf to 
your Attentions with the utmoſt Veneration, 
but with that Freedom which becomes an 
Advocate for the Honour of his Country. 

The Relation which you bear to this King- 
dom, many of you having been long reſident 
in it, or being naturalized Subjects, or Na- 
tives of it, beſides the Intereſt which you 
have in its Liberty and Preſervation, from the 
neceflary Connections of your Families, 
Friendſhips, and Fortunes, are ſo many In- 
ducements for me to wiſh, that there never 
may be Occaſion for any malevolent Inſinu- 
ations with regard to your Conduct. 

I can never be perſuaded to believe that you 
are, or have been in any ways inſtrumental to 
what muſt endanger that Liberty, or make 

that Property uncertain. 
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1 it to be credited that your Induſtry has 
ever ſerved to promote thoſe Clamours both 
at Home and Abroad, which tend to create 
Enmity between two Nations, whoſe real 
and ſubſtantial Intereſts have long been 
united ; and fo cloſely united, that the rend— 
ng them aſunder would prove a Separation 
deſtructive molt certainly to the very Exiſt- 
ence of one of the Governments ſo united, 
and ruinous to both? Nor can the Imagina- 
tion of your greateſt Enemies have ſuppoſed 
that any of you, tho' only reſident in this 
Country, (1 fay nothing of its native Subjects) 
have been concerned in a contraband and 
hoſtile Traffic. It is treaſonable in Subjects, 
and unjuftifiable in Friends. 

But at the ſame time that no Doubt is to 
be made, that you have never ceaſed to pre- 
ſerve the true Characters of Merchants, and 
good Hollanders, yet you cannot but be ſen- 
fible that in the preſent War, Great- Britain 
is under an unhappy Neceſſity of contending 
not only with the Violence of its Enemies, 
but with the Colluſions of its Allies. 

The Wealth and Commerce of this Na— 
tion is become too dazling not to be ſeen 
by ſome of the Maritime Powers with Ma- 
Ievolence, the natural Effect of a blind Self- 
Intereſt. 

Notwithſtanding 4 the Lk Influ- 
ence, the exceſſive Ambition, and the unna- 


tural Combinations of France, who has poſ- 
ſeſſed 


| T0 
ſeſſed herfelf, as a Depoſit, of the whole 
Auſtrian Dominions on this Side of the Rhine, 
and even of Capital Cities in the Heart of the 
Empire, notwithſtanding that ſuch Circum- 
ſtances ought at this Time not leſs than at 
any former Period, to be alarming to her 
| Neighbours, yet, it may be judged from a 
Behaviour never to be forgotten,. from the 
captious Reſentment “* expreſſed when the Ar- 
my of the Allies did but juſt border upon the 
Territories of a certain State, from the Rea- 
dineſs with which the Convoys of the Ene- 
my when marching to invade were permitted 
to paſs near Fortreſſes of the higheſt Import- 
ance, it may be, it muſt be clearly ſeen, from 
all theſe Circumſtances, how narrow have 
been the Politics of thoſe Neutral Neigh- 
bours; Politics that extend no farther than the 
immediate Advantage which they hope to 
reap from the preſent unhappy Situation of 


the Affairs of Europe. | 
— With 


See the Letter of Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwic, June 24, 
1758, to her Royal Highneſs the late Princeſs Governante, in 
Anſwer to the Repreſentations of the States of Betuwe and 
of the Quarter of Zutphen, which obliged him to remove, as 
high up as Rees, the bridge which was flung over at Bimmen, 
and which was abſolutely neceſſary for the Communication of 
all the Troops which were potted on the Right Side of the 
Rhine, and whoſe Paſſage was greatly retarded upon this 


Account; although the Entrance of it was from the Bylandſe-- 


Grind belonging to the King of Pruſſia, and the other End of 
it only touched upon about a Hundred Paces of the Province 


of Gueldres, but where there were no Pillars to mark, or Per. 
ſons preſent to point out the preciſe Limits of the Dutch - 


Territory, Utrecht Gazette, June 27, 1758. 
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With Regatd to France, ſhe has been but 
| t60 ſucceſsful in improving theſe Diſpoſitions; 
her affected Moderation has removed their 
Fears, and her Conceſſions have allured their 
Avarice. She has exaggerated the Conduct 
of this Nation with the odious Colours of a 
piratical State. She has repreſented it as 
graſping at the only true and univerſal Em- 
pire, a univerſal and excluſive Commerce. 
She has given extraordinary Privileges to par- 
ticular Subjects of our Allies, in opening to 
them a free Acceſs to her Colonies, by a“ Suſ- 
penſe of her fundamental Laws; and has 
granted them a Bounty + upon that very Ar- 
ticle of Commerce which has lately become 
an Object of Emulation between us and 
them. In ſhort, ſhe has neglected no one 
Spring which ſhe is capable of moving, to 
turn every other commercial Power againſt 
: us, 
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In the Paſſes or Licences granted to Dutch Ships going to 
the French Iſlands in America, is inſerted a Clauſe in regard 
to certain Duties which are to be paid; and as a Proof of the 
Truth that Dutch Ships without ſuch Licences would be good 
Prizes when taken by the French Cruizers, the French Com- 
miſſions of War run in this manner, authorizing © to cruize on 

4 the Ships, Barks, and other Veſſels, as well French as Fo- 
« reign, carrying on a Foreign and prohibited Trade to the 
« French Iflands in America; to ſubdue them by Force of 
« Arms, to take and carry them to the Iſland the neareſt ta 
F the Place where the Prize ſhall have been made, &c.“ 

I September 4, 1758, Count D'Affry the French Miniſter 
acquainted the States General, that his Maſter was pleaſed to 
grant a Bounty to Dutch Subjects importing Herrings into his 
ominions, and that the gth Article of the Treaty of Com- 
merce of the 2ziſt of December, 1739, ſhould be executed 


9 evifionally, 
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us, and to avail herſelf of their Aſſiſtance, 
either openly or colluſively, without which 
ſhe muſt ſoon find herſelf without Reſource. 
In Conſequence of this Policy, every At- 

tempt to impede theſe Collufions has been 
productive of the loudeſt Complaints, and 
even of Threatenings, yet at the ſame Time 
a puſillanimous Complaiſance on the Part of 
this Nation would but add to the Number of 
repeated Complaints, and ſubject it to the 

Impertinence, and even Inſults of the moſt 
inſignificant Governments. 

Whatever have been the flattering Ex- 
pectations which the Miniſters of any Fo- 
reign States may have formed, that the 
Counſels of Great Britain are directed by a 
timid Policy, yet they will do well to con- 
ſider, that ſuch a Policy under the preſent 
Circumſtances, is as little of a Colour with 
the Temper of this Nation, as with the 
Genius of its Miniſters, or of its great 
Ally. | . 

It is not therefore to be doubted, but 
that Great-Britain will proceed with the 
ſame Reſolution and Courage to controul her 
colluſive Friends, as to attack her avowed 
Enemies; and in the mean time ſhe 1s 
ready to juſtify her Conduct both to the one 
and the other, upon the moſt equitable Prin- 
ciples. Her Conduct appears to have been 
fully juſtified by the ſolid Anſwers of her 
Miniſters, both at Home and Abroad. 


After 


1 

After ſo many minute Diſcuſſions, Gen- 
tlemen, you have too much Penetration, not 
to have been entirely convinced long ago, 
that the Cauſe of the Dutch Nation is to- 
tally diſtinct from the Caſe of a few, Who 
are, or who pretend to be, its Subjects. 

The Rights of an Ally, and of all true 
Hollanders, are as ſacred to every true 
Engliſhman, as his own Liberty. Nor can 
any Union be more cordial than that, which. 
when rightly underſtood, appears to be eſta- 
bliſhed upon Fundamental Intereſts. 

Every Subject of Holland, that acts as a 
real Dutchman, will moſt certainly be treated 
as ſuch, but the Dutchman who puts upon 
himſelf a borrowed Character, has little 
Reaſon to complain, if he is treated like 
what he appears to be, the Deſerter of his 
own Country, and the Enemy of its Ally. 

Such Attachments have no other Princi- 
ple than that of an unbounded Avarice; a 
Principle capable of breaking the tendereſt 
and firmeſt Ties of every Duty, in every 
Relation. Subjects ſo diſpoſed are ſuſpicious 
to every Government under which they live, 
and whoſe Protection they can little deſerve, 
ſince theſe Diſpoſitions cannot fail to prompt 
every Means of increaſing the Wealth of 
private Perſons, however repugnant thoſe 
Mans may be to the fundamental Intereſts 
and Alliances of their Country, and to the 
moſt ſacred Laws of Neutrality and m_—_ 

| ut 
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But ſuch Diſpoſitions defeat even their 
own End; for, as their Object neceſſar ily 
makes the Cauſe of ſuch Perſons a Common 
Cauſe with the weakeſt of the Powers at 
War, the Means purſued by them can only 


ſerve to promote a Rupture of their own . 


Government with the ſtrongeſt Party; which 
would be a Conduct oppoſite to all the Rules 
of that experienced Policy, which has lon 
been the Preſervation of Republics and leſſer 
States. | 
But in regard to the preſent Caſe, how 
extremely inconſiſtent with Prudence, on 
the Part of Holland, would be a Rupture 
with Great-Britain ? Whether we conſider 
the Privilege contended for by the Dutch 
Traders either in Europe or America ? Let 
it be aſked theſe Falſe-Patriots, ſo clamorous 
for the inſulted Trade and Commerce of 
their Country, would they betray to a blind 
and impotent Spirit of Revenge, their own 
more eſſential private Intereſts, and that of 
the maritime Provinces of Holland ? The 
fatal Conſequences that muſt flow from it 
to all the inland Provinces, are but too ob- 
vious. If the Dutch States ſhould be obliged, 
by importunate Clamours, to enter into a 
War with England, do the Subjects of Hol- 
land, who are concerned to maintain this 
lucrative Traffic with the Enemy, intend 
to deſtroy, by the Means they would uſe 
to preſerve it, the _ Exiſtence of the 
. Privilege 
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Privilege which is en for, in every | 


Extent? 


But with regard to Indulgencies and Con- 


ceſſions, they ſurely can never be hoped for, 


till a more decent Conduct on the Part of 
Dutch Traders, and an Alteration of un- 
friendly Meaſures on the Part of the Dutch 
Government, ſhall reſtore that Confidence 
which cannot ſubſiſt under the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances. 

Your Correſpondents, Gentlemen, will do 
well to take the Advice, of which I make 


no doubt but that your Prudence has ſug- 


geſted it to them: They will do well to re- 
fle, how inconſiſtent their Conduct has 


been with theſe effential Views, which re- 


ard not leſs the Permanency than the Ex- 
tenſion of Commerce. It is a difagreeable 
Truth ; they may become too ſoon unhap- 


pily convinced, how much they have urged 


the Conteſt to an Extremity, from which 
they will not eafily recede. The Object of 
it was a private one; and they have made it 

Natiopal. Not contented to enjoy a very 
important Privilege, in its natural Latitude, 


with Moderation; to taſte the Sweets of 
Commerce and Tranquillity, and all thoſe 
ſilent Benefits, which increate naturally of 


themſelves, in proportion as the neighbour- 
ing States are involved in all the Miſeries of 
War; thus incapable of knowing their own 


Happineſs or Duty, does it become a few 


Mer- 


1 


Merchants of Holland, to engage the vaſt 
Majority of that induſtrious and peaceable 
People in a moſt deſtructive War, againſt 
their antient Ally? A War, as unnatural as 
ever was excited by the civil Diſſentions of 
antient Rome, to ſhed the Blood of fraternal 
Armies? $4.9 
I ſpeak with Warmth for the whole Peo- 
ple of Holland. They deſerve Redreſs. 
And is it not an Injury that demands it, 
that a few Men ſhould dare to embarraſs the 
general Commerce of a whole Nation with 
the moſt diſagreeable Perplexities, merely 
upon their Account? Muſt theſe Injuries be 
aggravatcd too, by Dangers increaſing on 
_ every Side, and accumulated by the blind 
and obſtinate Conduct of an avaritious and 
contemptible Minority? 
The reformed Religion muſt tremble at 
the Conſequences. Can it be conceived, 
that from ſo deſpicable a Source, as a ſingle 
Mercantile Houſe, in one of the maritime 
Cities of Holland, already ſeems deſtined to 
be poured with Profuſion, the Blood of two: 
Nations, who, for near two Hundred Years, 
have almoſt conſtantly fought under the 
ſame Banners, in Defence of the ſame Prin- 
ciples, of civil and religious Liberty? So 
dreadful are the Effects of Avarice, and ſo 
narrow are the Views of a temporary and 


miſguided Policy | 
-_ * 8 The 
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The able, and very reſpectable Perſons, 
who are entruſted with the Adminiſtration - 
of ſuch important, and national Intereſts, in 
Holland, can never ſee ſuch Attempts to em- 
broil the State, without ſhewing their Reſent- 
ment to the Authors of them, for their own 
Juſtification : Nor will ſurely the body of Mer- 
chants, who are more conſiderable in Rank, 
in Property, and in Number, permit their 
fair and legal Commerce to be diſturbed any 
longer, merely upon account of the Pre- 
ſumptions which are too ſtrongly occaſioned 
by that Trade, which is notoriouſly Wegal 
and colluſive. 

The Traders and Proprietors of the Suri- 
nam Colonies, cannot look with Indifference 
upon the Trade of the French Iſlands as it is 
now carried on. The Colonies of the Dutch 
Subjects in America, which are really fer- 
tile in theinſelves, and capable of ſtill greater 
Advantages, ſuffer a ſenfible Decay ; every 
Improvement muſt be neglected, and the 
Products of them proportionably fink in their 
Value; while the Products of French Iſlands 
Conv eyed thro' the Medium of the barcen 
Iſlands of St. Euſtatius and Curaſſao, conti- 
nue to glut the Markets of Amſterdam, and 
of the other maritime Cities of Holland. 

Above all, the People of the united and 
defenceleſs States, will call aloud upon thoſe 
whoſe ſhameful Counſels have long left them 


defenceleſs; - but more eſpecially muſt their 
Terrors 


1111 

Terrors be alarmed, when they ſee their 
naked Frontiers ſurrounded with all the mer- 
cileſs Depredations of an increafing War. 

Let them but caſt an Eye upon the deſo- 
lated Empire, and the formidable Vicinity of 
the deſtroying Armies. Their Houſes, their 
Parents, their Wives, their Children, their 
Properties, Liberties, and Religion are all 
Ideas which muſt preſent themſelves to their 
Reflection, and make them deteſt that Ava- 
rice which would deprive them of their an- 
tient, and almoſt ſole Defender, and betray 
them into the infidious Protection of an 


Enemy who never foregoes, altho' he has 
often ſeemed to forget, the Syſtem of De- 


ſtr uction. | | 

In the preſent Conteſt, which Great- 
Britain ſees with Concern more for her 
Friends, than for herſelf ; ſhe aſks no Gra- 
titude from Holland, ſhe only aſks Impar- 
tiality. She is ready to forget a long Series 
of Benefits and Indulgencies, the recent Sa- 
crifices of her own immediate Intereſts, and 
that the Republic owes its Liberties, and even 


its Exiſtence to its Connections with England. 


A truly neutral and diſintereſted Conduct 
would be eſteemed a ſufficient Return. 
The Miniſter of France has dared to tell 
the Republic that the Cauſe of his Maſter 
and of the United States is a common Cauſe. 
But is it poſſible that it ſhould be true? are 


their High Mightineſſes to be dictated to, and 
C 2 inſtructed 
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[ 12] 
inſtructed in their Intereſts in a manner ſa 
derogating from their national Dignity as 


Sovereign Powers, and from their good Faith 


as Allies, by the moſt ſolemn and facred 


Treaties? | | 

Should the Republic become ever ſo blind 
to the laſting and more extenſive Intereſts of 
its Subjects as to unite itſelf in a till cloſer 
Union with the Enemy of Great-Britain, it 


muſt fall a Victim to its falſe and narrow Po- 


licy ; ſince in its preſent State it is too weak 


not to become a Province in effect to France, 


and tho* * combined with that ambitious 
Power, it could not long be ſupported by it. 
: | Its 


Altho' the general Situation of Things in Europe makes 
ſome little Difference in regard to the Truth of political Re. 
flections when applied to former or preſent Times; yet the 
Conſequences of the Dutch States flinging themſelves entirely 
into the Arms and Protection of France at any time, are ex- 
tremely well pointed out, in regard to both Nations, by the 
Duke de Sully, who was ſo ſenſible of the Inconveniences 
that would reſult from it even to France itſelf, that he uſed his 
utmoſt Efforts to perſuade his Maſter againſt undertaking the 


_ Intereſts of Holland as his own, and accepting their Subjects 


as his Dependents, ſor fear of giving Umbrage to the Houſe 
of Auſtria, and drawing the Reſentments of Spain united 
with England, againſt them both; which could not be ſafely 
yentured upon unleſs France was ſuperior by Sea; a Point 
hich ſhe was not, by any means arrived at; and as to the 

utch States, he ſays they were weak. to the laſt Degree, 
and embroiled with ſuch Diviſions among themſelves as muſt 
render them very impotent and uncertain. Friends, and draw 
upon France already exhauſted two very powerful and certain 

nemies, even without doing Holland any Service, but that 
ſuch a Union of France and Holland would only ſerve ta 


” 


= a general Peace for a fem Years, ——Memoires de Sully. 


+ 23, P. 315, 80 p. 319. Edit, Bvo. London, 
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Its artificial Government is a very compli- 
cated Machine, whoſe Springs have been 
rendered feeble by Time, without a Power 
of renewing themſelves ; and it is almoſt im- 
poſſible for Holland in its preſent State to join 
with France in a declared Oppoſition to Eng- 
land, but the Conſequence may very ſoon 
appear, in producing a new Form of Govern- 
ment. 

The Reſult of ſo fundamental a Change in 
a Country long ſupported merely by the ex- 
ceſſive Induſtry, and Equality of all its Mem- 
bers, would be the returning into its original 
Condition. 

Whenever that Event ſhall be, England, 
France, and the Proteſtant Powers will divide 
among themſelves its Wealth, its Trade, and 
even the Number of its Inhabitants; and it is 
very eaſy to judge which Country would 
ſhare the largeſt Part, when we reflect upon 
the preſent Connections of the Subjects of 
Holland in point of Property. 

The Republic which haſtily grew up to its 
Maturity, may with equal Rapidity be precipi- 
tating towards its Deſtruction; and the Times 
are perhaps approaching when the Ocean 

will recover that Empire, which the Arts of 
Induſtry, of Frugality, and of public Virtue 
once wreſted from him. 

The Republic therefore would do well to 
_ conſider in the preſent unhappy Situation of 
Europe, which Alternative is molt eligible, 

2 F 
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whether Peace with all Parties, together 
with the Privilege of ſuch a Trade with the 


Enemy of her Ally during the War between 
them, as that which ſhe enjoyed before the 
Conteſt, if it is poſſible that Great-Britain 
can be perſuaded to grant it in any Degree 
after ſo manifeſt a Breach and Voidancè of 
Contracts on the Part of Holland; or whe- 
ther the Republic will accept the deſtructive 
Offers, advantageous as they may appear to 
be for a Moment, made by the Enemy of 
her moſt antient Ally, by the antient and ſe- 
cret Enemy of the Republic, to whoſe never- 
ceaſing Ambition, and deſtructive Politics 


the Miſeries of all Europe are now to be, 


as they have often been, attributed; and, in 
which the Republic will be too happy not to 
be involved. The Republic is to determine, 
whether ſhe will act with good Faith towards 
her Friends, or whether, on the other hand 
ſhe will encourage the Frands, abet and 
aſſiſt the Cauſe of their Enemies, contrary to 
expreſs Stipulations. 

If the latter is the Choice, let her ſtand 
to the Conſequences, an Example to the 
World, how little and how narrow are the 


Views of every Nation, where the Principles 


of Trade become the only Principles of Go- 
vernment ; and how miſerable may that Peo- 
ple become, among whom the Intereſt of a 
few Particulars is repreſented as the Intereſts 
of the Community, and the vaſt, and com- 

> plicated 


[ 15 ] 
plicated Syſtem of national F elicity is ſeen 
— 1 in one View. 

But to deſcend, Gentlemen, from theſe 
Reflections, which, however important they 
may be thought to be for the People of Hol- 
land, may not have the ſame Weight upon 
the Sentiments of ſome of its Subjects. Let 
us then come cloſer to the Point, and conſider 
this Subject under a more perſonal View. 


You will, I hope, pardon the Obſervation. 


Merchants are bad Counſellors in Matters of 
Politics, where the general Welfare is the 

ueſtion. Nor are all Perſons who bear the 
Name of Merchants ſtrictly ſuch. The 
Commutation of the Products of different 
Countries is often the leaſt, and frequently 
Not at all their Concern ; much leſs therefore 
are theſe Perſons to be heard upon ſuch im- 
portant Subjects relative to Commerce as re- 


quire the moſt extenſive Reflection, and diſ- | 


intereſted Views. 
With regard even to thoſe who are really 


Merchants, however amiable they are in 
uniting the Bonds of univerſal Society, not- 
withſtanding the Separation of Countries, 
Climates, Manners, Religions and Govern- 
ments, however uſeful they are in ſoftenin 

the natural Wants and Miſeries of Mankind, 
or in controuling the fatal Conſequences that 


flow from the Ambition of Princes, and in 


extending over the World the Connections 


of Humanity, yet as they form a kind of 
ſeparate 
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ſepatate Republic 1 themſelves, independent 
of the ſeveral Governments under which they 
live, their Connections in one Relation often 
jar with their Duties in another, ſince they 
make a Link of that Chain in which the 
Enemies of their Country are not leſs 
united. _ 

With regard to Commerce itſelf, d- 
dered as a general and complicated Syſtem, 
they are partial Judges of it, from a View 
only of that particular mercantile Part in 
which they have been nurſed. 

The Britiſh Nation that owes ſo much to 
her Merchants, has ſuffered from her Mer- 
chants, whenever they have departed from 
their natural Province, 

Should a ſingle factious mercantile Eng- 
liſh Houſe in Amſterdam involve all the 
Dutch Provinces in a moſt ruinous War, it 
will not be the firſt War that has been occa- 
tioned or fomented by a few Merchants upon 
other Views than thoſe which are the Baſis 
upon which the Counſels of an able Miniſter 
are, and ought to be founded, for the Ho- 
nour and Preſervation of his Country. 

None enter more readily into Wars than 
Merchants, none are ſooner weary of the 
Expences of it, or aſtoniſhed at its Dangers. 

If it is true that the united Clamours, and 
Reſentments of ſome Merchants and Nego- 
tiators in Holland, and elſewhere have gone 


t& far as to have occaſioned a very ſolemn De- 
bate 


- 8] 
bate- in the Councils of Holland, before the 
Reduction of Louiſburgh was known, 
e whether War ſhould be immediately de- 
e clared againſt England or not?“ they have 
certainly urged the Point to a very injudicious 
Extremity. 

Can it eaſily be believed that the Wiſdom 
of their High Mightineſſes is capable of be- 
ing impoſed upon by illfounded and inſolent 
Clamours, ſo far as to precipitate themſelves 
and their Subjects into a moſt dreadful and 
diſtreſing War, for a Trade in which at 
Bottom their Subjects are little more con- 
cerned than as mere Carriers, Inſurers, or 
Agents! ? 

It is notorious, and the Dutch Agents have 
confeſſed it, that, excepting the Intereſt 
which Dutch Subjects have in the Captured 
Cargoes, in common with all other Inſurers 
of other Countries, the actual Property of 
Dutch Subjects amounts to nothing more 
than the Value of their outward and home- 
ward bound Freight, inveſted in French 
Product; an Object that bears a very ſmall 
Proportion indeed to the whole Cargoes, 
which are generally very large, in Return 
for the great Quantity of Proviſions and Ne- 


ceſſaries ** on board of Dutch Ships * 
3. from 


” That this Fatt, may not be contraverted, theſe are the 


| Words of the Author of the Memorial, or Expoſition * _ 
aſe 


* 
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from Britiſh Ports, and conſigned by Britiſh 
Subjects to their Agents at the Dutch I lands, 
which are delivered there, either into French 
Barks coming into the Harbour, or landed 
upon the Shore; till ſuch time as the Barks 
can return again f the French Iſlands to 
fetch them. The Return is made in the 
ſame manner of Coffee, Sugars, Indigo, and 
other Commodities, the Growth of the French 
Iſlands, and which are well known, never 
to have been the Growth of the barren Soil of 
thoſe Iſlands which are inhabited by Dutch 
Subjects; the Object of whoſe Commerce, 
till the preſent temporary Suſpenſion of the 
Laws of France in favour of particular li- 
cenſed Dutch Subjects, has always been an 
Illicit one with the Colonies of every other 
Nation, to the Prejudice of the Mother 
Country ; and which mult as juſtly deſerve 
the Attention, and attract the Jealouſy of 
Spain, and even of France itſelf, in Times of 
Peace, no leſs than it now demands the Re- 
ſentment of Great-Britain. 

The Return is made under the Colour of 
Dutch Names, and conſigned to Perſons 


reſiding in the Ports of Holland; but upon 
the 


Caſe of the Dutch Ships: Printed at Amſterdam, p. 11. 
Fol. edit. 

si le manque de ces proviſions pouvoit entrainer la ruine 
des Iſles Frangois, le Gouvernement Anglois empeckeroit ſans 
doute que les Anglois eux memes n'y fourniſſent des Proviſi- 
- Ons, comme ils Font fait encore en dernier lieu a divers en- 
droit: de I'Ifle de St. Domingue, au moyen de chargemens de 
V azſteaux Hollandois. | 
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the real Account of the firſt Laders, the Bri- 


tiſh Subjects in England and Ireland, in pro- 
portion to the Value of the firſt Cargo ſent 
out by them, and the reſt, and far greateſt 
Part of the Cargo which is generally treble 
to the Value of the outward bound Cargo, 
is upon Account of Frenchmen. And if 
Hamburghers, Bremeners, Danes, Swedes, 


Lubeckers, Spaniards, and the Merchants of 


all the trading Countries in Europe, con- 
nected with the Dutch or French Traders, 
are ſuppoſed to have a Share of Intereſt indi- 


realy ; the ſtrict Property of the real Dutch- 


man, will upon a Ballance of the whole Ac- 
count, clearly ſtated, fink into a very unim- 
portant Object of a National Conteſt, and 
Cauſe of War. 
If Datch Traders had been contented with 
the immenſe Profits of the Inſurance, extend- 
ing itſelf with every Capture, that only ſerved 
to enhance the exorbitant Demands of the 
Inſurers ; if they had continued to infiſt upon 
a no leſs exorbitant Freightage, and avoided 
only the Inveſting the Profits of it, in a Cargo 
ſo juſtly liable to Confiſcation, they never would 
have had Occaſion to regret ſo much as they have 
done their own Imprudence, and the Inconve- 
niences of that Avarice, which defeats itſelf. 
But no good Reaſon ſurely can be aſſigned, 
why Dutch Claimants, altho' indulged ample 
Time and Opportunity, by the Britiſh Courts 


of Admiralty, have obſlinately reſuſed to 
2 di- 
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diſtinguiſh ſpecifically, © what Parts of the 
* Captured Cargoes were taken from the Shore 
* of Dutch Iſlands, and what were avowedly 
* taken out of French Barks coming from 
* the French Colonies ;” unleſs they have 
meant tacitly to confeſs that the Whole is the 
Property of the Enemies of Great-Britain ; or 
that the Properties of Dutchmen and French- 
men are become as inſeparably blended, as - 
their National Characters, in'the American 
World, have long been equivocal. 

The profuſe Thanks, and Careſſes, which 
have. been received upon the Exchange of 
London, by the Agents for the Claimants of 
pretended Dutch Cargoes, are a Proof, 
too notorious, of the true and principal 
Points in which thoſe Claims are centered, 
however the Circle may have extended it- 
ſelf, and that the Subjects of Holland are by 
no means the ſole and principal Proprietors 
of the Cardoes contended for. 

It is natural for Men of grateful Diſpoſi- 
tions to confeſs in how polite a Manner their 
own Aſſiduities and Services have been re- 
paid ; but it may be more agreeable to their 
Principals, that Agents ſhould forget their 
Applauſes, rather than their own Diſcretion. 

Some very extraordinary Reaſons however 
muſt exiſt, that have enhanced the Merit ot 
theſe Commiſſions, beyond the merely acting 
for thoſe Perſons in Holland, who are ſuppoſed 
to be, in conſequence of their Claims, the 
Owners of the Captured Cargoes, 

| 5 Who- 
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Whoever knows the Nature of the Eng- 


liſh Courts of Judicature, or of the Engliſh 
Government, muſt know, whenever Pro- 
perty belonging cither to Foreigners, or na- 
tive Subjects of England, is depending in Li- 
tigation, that there cannot be any Merit in 
Agencies, farther than common Honeſty, 
and diligent Attendance ; after having made 
a proper choice of Perſons of Ability and 
Character in their Profeſſion to ſollicit their 
Claims, and conduct their Cauſes. 

Vet ſurely, no one will dare to preſume, or 
even to inſinuate, that the Agents in Dutch 
Claims, have not, in their reſpective Correſ- 
pondencies abroad, informed ſuch of their 
Principals, as are there, with the utmoſt 
Exactneſs and Impartiality, of the true State 
of their Cauſes depending here; and how 
little the Succeſs of any of them is to be at- 
tributed: to their own Diligence, and Arts of 
Addreſs, as Agents; but how much to the 
Moderation of Captors, the Uprightneſs of 
Britiſh Judicatures, and the Attention of Bri- 

tiſh Miniſters. 


With regard to Courts an Juſtice in Eng- 


land, it is a moſt amazing Inſtance of Neg- 
lect, and ſelf-ſufficiency in Foreigners, who 
often for that very Reaſon, give themſelves 
much unneceſſary Trouble, and no little 


Vexation to the Britiſh Miniſters, that they 


take no more Pains to inform themſelves of 
the firſt Principles and fundamental Laws of 
| the 


| Lan 1] 
the Conſtitution of England, than they do to 
ſpeak its Language, or read its Authors. 
But Foreign Miniſters who are inſtructed, 
that the common Courſe of Juſtice muſt take 
place in England, even in regard to Foreign- 
ers, cannot but revere the Equity of a Go- 
vernment which is formed upon ſo excellent 
a Plan; where the Conteſts of their own 
Countrymen are put upon a Level with the 
Rights of Native Subjects, and are left, as 
they themſelves might wiſh and entreat to 
have them left, to the Laws of Liberty, un- 
controlled by Power. | 
And are Dutch Merchants of all People 
unacquainted with the ſacred Privileges of 
Britiſh Tribunals? which reſemble the ſo- 
lemn Aſſemblies of the Amphyctyons in An- 
tient Greece; which divided Juſtice to va- 
rious Nations, which were equally the Re- 
ſort of every contending Party, and which 
prevented neighbouring and friendly States 
from deciding the Differences of a few parti- 
cular Subjects by the Vengeance of their 
Arms. | | 5 
No one therefore ſurely will dare to ſuggeſt 
that thoſe Gentlemen who have been com- 
miſſioned to act for the Claimants in Hol- 
land have raiſed Spectres in order to have the 
Honour of laying them again, and to en- 
hance the Value of their lucrative Com- 
miſſions. It is too certain, that very formi- 
dable Spectres have been raiſed by ſome Per- 
i ſons 
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ſons or other, who have it not in the Power 
of their Magic to make them diſappear, or 
to prevent the Ruin which may enſue from 
the Storm, and from that Confuſion which 
will involve even their own Perſons and Pro- 
erties. 
1dare ſay, with regard to the mere Agents, 
that their Correſpondents can do them the 
Juſtice to witneſs, that they are not the Oc- 
caſion of theſe outrageous Clamours, by a 
falſe Repreſentation to their Principals of 
either Things, or Perſons; they have never 
exclaimed againſt theProceedings of the moſt 
upright and unbiaſſed Judicatures with odious 
Appellations, in order to make them at the 
ſame Time the Eccho of their own Applau- 
ſes; they moſt ſurely have been ſtrictly im- 
partial in diſcharging what is due to their 
Country, to their Principals, and themſelves, 
and to every Perſon with whom they have 
been concerned in their ſeveral Tranſactions. 
Their frequent Attendance on the Courts 
of Marine Judicature, I may add too, their 
ſingular and attentive Vigilance over all their 
Proceedings, muſt long have enabled them to 
inform their Principals what theſe Courts 
are, and of whom compoſed; they know 
by what Laws their Deciſions are neceſſarily 
governed, and how equally ſuperior they are 
to the Influence of Domeſtic Miniſters, and 
the ineffectual Memorials of Foreign ones. 
| Their 
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Their private Acquaintance and Connec- 
tions with the Advocates, and Practitioners 
in them, concerned alternately for either 
Claimants, or Captors, as with Men of 
Knowledge, and Honour in their Profeſſions, 
many of them Perſons of large Property, and 
independent Fortunes; theſe are all certainly 
Circumſtances that could never do them Dit- 
credit with their Principals, whenever they 
have, no doubt, informed thoſe Principals of 
that which it muſt give them the higheſt 
Pleaſure to hear, from ſuch good Authority. 
In ſhort, they are Men of too much Pene- 
taation, not to be perfectly ſenſible, that 
mercantile Factions are utterly inconſiſtent 
with the friendly and pacific Principles of 
Commerce; nor certainly will they eſteem 
it any Reflection upon themſelves that they 
have been thought ſuperior to a Paſſion ha- 
bitual to a Profeſſion which attaches the 
Mind to one Object only, or that they have 
been repreſented capable, as they are, of 
more elevated Feelings, of that univerſal, diſ- 
Intereſted Benevolence which forbids to aug- 
ment the Miſeries of Mankind, and above all, 
of the Love of Truth. 

If upon ſome Occaſions there has been 
any Appearance of Delay, in not determining 
immediately, and finally, the Objects of their 
Commiſſions, the Abſurdity of Owners, the 
Perverſeneſs and Obſtinacy of Dutch and 
other Neutral Maſters of captured Veſſels, un- 
. tractable 
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tractable as the Element with which they are 
converſant, theſe are all Reaſons which can- 
not be unknown to Neutral Claimants, but 
moſt certainly their Agents know them to be 
the true and general Sources of the Delays 
complained of ; nor have they failed appri- 
ſing their Correſpondents from time to time of 
the true Foundation of every Difficulty, and 
of the Lenity, Moderation, and Readineſs 
to concede, which they have frequently met 
with, on the part of the Captor ; at the ſame - 
time they have doubtleſs informed them too, 
how liable to a Repulſe muſt prove all thoſe 
Claims which have frequently been given in, 
by the Order of Principals, I muſt fay with 
Effrontery, on behalf of Dutch Merchants, 
without any Proof of Property whatever to 
ſupport them, or when the Bills of Sale, and 
Transfers of Property, and other Documents 
have appeared under the ſtrongeſt Colours of 
a fraudulent Tranſaction. 

Il preſume, for many Reaſons relative to 
the Claimants themſelves, that I ſhall very 
eaſily be excuſed from inſtancing the particu- 
lar Caſes; if it ſhould be thought neceſſary 
to produce them, the Facts are as obvious as 
they are numerous, and from Authorities ex- 
tremely authentic. 
Give me leave to add one Obſervation to 
what has been ſaid upon the Subject of Delays, 
which muſt hold in all free Countries, and 


Judicatures, where conteſted Property is not 
| ä deter- 
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determined as it is in Deſpotic ones, with 


an arbitrary, and cherefore a precipitate De- 
ciſion. 

When every thing carries the Appearance 
of a fair Tranſaction, and there are no ſuſpi- 
cious Subterfuges on the Part of a Claimant, 
nothing is ſo ſhort as, or more obvious than 
the Determination of Property. 

But when great and almoſt univerſal Col- 


luſions are known to be frequently practiſed, 
then mult the judicial Proceedings be tedious, 


which are neceſſary to unravel the Entangle- 


ment of Circumſtances, and to trace every 


Fraud thro' a Varicty of Subterfuges. 
However ignorant Perſons complain of the 
Length and Burthen of judicial Forms, in all 
Courts of Juſtice, yet in themſelves theſe 
Forms are conducive to excellent Purpoſes ; 
they tie down the Hands of the Judge him- 
ſelf from arbitrary Acts, and it would be im- 
poſſible to do Juſtice, eſpecially in com- 
plicated Caſes, unleſs Truth was directed to 
flow regularly in eſtabliſhed Channels, that 
it may be with the greater Certainty inveſti- 
gated, and cleared of all its circumſtantial 


Perplexities. 


The Delays of Juſtice lay too often at the 
Door of the Parti themſelves, who are the 
firſt to complain of its being in a Court, as 


if the Perſon who fits * there to diſpenſe 
Juſtice was himſelf their Adverſary. 


With 


The Language of the Author of the Defence of the 


Putch Welt- India Trade addreſfed to the Good 2 of 
| ng and 
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With regard to the Britiſh Miniſters, they 
have done all that could be expected, they 
have done all that depended upon them, 
and have left the reſt to the Laws of Liberty, 
of England, and of Nations. They have 
ſhewn at once their Juſtice, and their Pa- 
tience, the one, in ſearching out, and deli- 
vering over Offenders to the civil Power, and 
the other, in hearing with Attention the re- 
peated, importunate, and unreaſonable Com- 
plaints of thoſe who have forgot, that the 
_ ſovereign Power itſelf in England is ſubject to 
the Laws. . 

New Negotiations, Conventions, Expla- 
nations, and other Methods of putting 
an end to theſe Conteſts, may be entered 
into between the two Nations; but till that 
is done, things will, and muſt run on in the 
uſual, and legal Channels of Juſtice. 

But would the Dutch Traders inſiſt, that 
the Britiſh Government ſhould entirely ſup- 
preſs Privateering in their Favour ? Or let us 
ſuppoſe, even that the Britiſh Adminiſtration 
E. . 


England, by a Merchant of Amſterdam, and publiſhed in 
Holland, is very unjuſtifiable and unbecoming. "The Ex- 
preſſions which follow are not ſuch as generally attend the de- 
cent Cauſe of Truth and Juſtice. ] forbear mentioning the 
«© unwarrantable Sentences, Conſiſcations, Vexations, Bribe- 
& ries, falſe Oaths, and above all the unparallelled Expenſive- 
« neſs of the common Courſe of Law, whoſe very Mercies we 
«© have experienced to be cruel in England; in ſhort, the 
'* Havock and Deſtruction which has been lately made 
« amonglt our Shipping throughout the World, by thoſe that 
call themſelves our Friends and Allies, cry to Heaven for 
Vengeance.“ | 
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ſhould concede to them the Privilege which 
is contended for in its utmoſt Extent. 

With regard to the firſt, Men who ſub- 
ſcribe and venture their Fortunes to aid the 
Neceſſities of the State, deſerve and receive 
its Favours. When that is done in the ordi- 
nary Loans, the Equipments are the Equip- 
ments of the Government; the Loſſes are the 
Loſſes of the Community, The Particulars 
Who have given aid, are ſecure in the Public 
Credit, and the Faith of Parliament. But, 
when private Perſons, commiſſioned by the 
State to make War upon its Enemies, equip 
and maintain, they are liable to every Loſs 
from the Inclemency of the Winds and Seas, 
and the Superiority of the Enemy, while the 
Advantages they receive are dearly earned, 
at the Expence of their fingle Treaſure ; and 
their Blood is ſpilled for the general Service, 
without the Hopes of Honour or Advance- 
ment. Do they then deſerve no Counte- 
nance? The Dread of Enemies, the Awe of 
Neutrals, the Support of our marine Power, 
by purſuing Objects unworthy the Attention 
of Royal Ships which are employed in other 
Services, ſhall they extend the Terror of our 
Arms abroad, and be diſcouraged and op- 

preſſed at home ? 

While the neceſſary Intereſts of the State 
require that it ſhould ſtrengthen its Hands on 
every fide, and that it ſhould reſiſt an Enemy 
who uſes the fame Means, the Owners of 

CE Private 
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Private ſhips of War, muſt, and 6ught to be 
encouraged ; nor muſt they be checked by 
too ſevere a Diſcipline, inconſiſtent with the 
Nature of independent Armaments. 

Altho' it muſt be owned, that the Crews 
of Private Ships of War, like other Irregulars 
by Land, are ſubject to the ſame marauding 
Diſpoſitions ; yet it cannot be believed as a 
Fact univerſally true, that the Pilfering of 
Cargoes, on board of Dutch Ships, have been 
always the Act of Engliſh Privateers : Re- 
wards have been offered by the Britiſh Go- 
vernment and Merchants, ſufficient even to 
tempt falſe Accuſations, in Men leſs honeſt 
than Dutch Skippers are ſuppoſed to be; yet 
it is aſked, whether theſe plundered, tripped, 
and , mutilated Hollanders, have appeared 
pubſickly i in England to convict the Offend- 
ers, who are ſaid to have thus violated the 
Law of Nations, and of their Country ? We 
are aſſured that the * Notices and Admoniti- 
ons of the Britiſh Miniſter in Holland have 
been ineffectual. 

It would be happy for Mankind, if War 
could be carried on in a Manner as little de- 
ſtructive as poſſible to Society, and to the 
Happineſs of Individuals; But the Condition 
of the World is ſuch, that thoſe Humanities 
are not to be expeCed, and are often im- 
RN 
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* Memorial profee by Major General Yorke, to the 
ec. 22 1758. 


States General, 
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Let thoſe neutral States who complain of 
the Inconveniences ariſing from Commiſſions 
of War granted to private Perſons, recall to 
their Memories what Nation it was that firſt | 
introduced into Europe this piratic Method, 
as it is called, of carrying on a War, and 
made the Example neceſſary to its maritime 

Neighbours ? | 
The Depredations of the Marine Partiſan 
Gue Trouin, are celebrated by French Hiſ- 
torians; and can the Alliance made by the 
French Admiral de Pointis, with the Ame— 
rican Freebooters in his Expedition to Car- 
thagena, and in other Parts of the Weſt- 
Indies be forgotten ? I ſay nothing of the in- 
human * Manner of War practiſed by France 

in 
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* Repreſentations faites a Mr. Le Chevalier de Drucour, 
au Conſeil de Guerre tenu a Louisburgh, le 26 Juillet, 1728, 
par Mr. Prevoſt Commiſſaire General de la Marine, Ordonna- 
teur aÞIfle Royal. Amſterdam Gazette, le 14 Nov. 1758. 

It cannot be ſuppoſed that the Argument uſed here ſhould 
be ſufficient to induce the General not to ſtand a general Aſ- 
ſault, if the Reſentment dreaded was not real; pretended Re- 
ſentments are the Reſentments of Politicians and not of Sol- 
diers. And there is but too much Reaſon to believe, that the 
French Troops and Officers deſerved a Return of Cruelty, 
which induced them not to ſuffer the laſt Extremities of a 
Siege, no leſs fatal to the innocent Inhabitants, than to 
themſelves. 

Il ſeront tous expoſer, ſays M. Prevoſt, au ſang, et au carnage, 
aux horreurs que peuvent commettre les Soldats effrenez, 

entrainez, a ces horreurs par un pretendu reſentiment de ce 
que s' eſt paſſe en Canada. | | 

Whoever knows the Humanity and Generoſity of the En- 

liſh Nation, muſt know, that if there was no Ground fa; 
the Retaliation, there could be no Ground for the Terroy 
of it. | 
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in North-America, againſt the even diſ- 
armed Inhabitants of all Ages and Sexes ; nor 
of the cruel Species of Ammunition uſed in 
Engagements on board French Ships of War; 
they are all too ſhocking Proofs of the real 
Barbarity of that pretended civilized, and ci- 
vilizing Nation, What neutral Friends ſup- 
ply them with that deſtructive Ammunition, 
as well as with other neceſſary Stores of 
War, it is too well experienced. 

But to conſider the Subject in the View 
of Intereſt only, it cannot be doubted but 
that Freightage and Inſurance are the great 
Objects of Holland in regard to the Trade 
which is conteſted. 

Now ſuppoſe, for a Moment, every Con- 
ceſſion to be made on the part of Great- 
Britain which Holland can defire ; where, 
upon a Ballance of the whole Account, 
would be the Difference to Holland, in point 
of general Advantage? 85 


3H Af Pet the Moment when the Conceſſion 


ſhould be made, and: the French Traders be 
convinced, that without the Covers now uſed 
of falſe Papers, and fraudulent Transfers, 
their Property would be completely protected 
by a Dutch Paſs, and a Dutch Veſſel, it 
would no longer be thought neceſſary to pay 
exorbitant Duties to the States of Holland 

for unlading and relading French Cargoes, 
on and off the barren Rocks of St. Euſtatius 
and Curaſſao. The Freightage and Infu- 
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32 
rance would ſink in proportion to the Safety 
of the Voyage. The Remains of this advan- 
tageous Trade may ſuffer a ſtill farther Dimi- 
nution, and Danes, Swedes, and Spaniards 
may then become the next peculiar Favou- 
rites of France: who, beſides ſupplying her 
Colonies with Neceſſaries, conſiders the In- 
tereſt ſhe has in embroiling every other com- 


merjcal Nation in its turn with Great-Britain, 


as a very capital Object.“ 

Under the preſent Circumſtances, the 
Captures made by the Engliſh enhance the 
Demands of the Subjects of Holland upon 
France to indemnify them for their Detai- 
nure and Expences, while the People of 
Holland in general are rather Gainers by the 
Captures, which, if they proceed, beſides 
increaſing. to an immenſe Degree the Price 
of Freightage and Inſurance, will render the 
Commerce of France inſupportable to its 
Subjects, and the French Iſlanders will be 


_ obliged to ſell their very Soil to Dutch Sub- 


jects 


* According to the Writer of the Memorial or Expoſition 
of the Caſe of the Dutch Ships, printed at Amſterdam, this 
mult be the ſole Object of France by a neceſſary Inference, if 
we believe him, when he ſays, | 

On fait tres-bien qu 'il n' importe tant a la France, fi quel- 
ques denrees des Ifles Frangoiſes fe vendent ou non, et qu' à la 
rigueur ces Iſles peuvent ſe paſſer des Proviſions d'Europe, 
p- 11. Fol. Edit. I beg leave to obſerve that the repreſenting 
the French Colonies as above the Want of Aſſiſtance, and 
ſufficient of themſelves for the Support of their Inhabitants, 
is ſuch a Mark of Vanity and national Prejudice againſt ap- 


parent Truths, that the Author of this boaſted Memorial can 


be nobody but a Frenchman, | 
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jects and other neutral Nations for Bread, 
and the common Neceſſaries of Life. 
Io conclude, Gentlemen, this diſagreeable 
Subject; Much, I am ſure, will depend upon 
your Repreſentations, to undeceive the Good 
People of Holland, whoſe Underſtandings, 
whether naturally prejudiced of themſelves, 
or miſguided by others, have by no means en- 
| tered into the Foundation of the preſent 
Diſpute. 

You cannot ſhew a more grateful Proof of 
loving your Country, or of your Benevolence 
to Mankind, in the utmoſt Sincerity, than to 


withdraw the Curtain which has been artfully 


covered over the real Intereſts of Holland. 
You will prevent the Miſeries of a cruel and 
unnatural War. 

The Terms of France are captivating, no 
doubt, but the Friendſhip of Great-Britain 
IS neceſſary. | If Holland, but for a Moment 


reflects upon the impotent Condition of its 


Fleet and Army, and above all if it caſts an 
Eye upon the embarraſſed State of its Reve- 
nues, it cannot heſitate a Moment to comply 
with the juſt Demands of Great-Britain. 

A total Separation from its Alliance, and 
the Junction of its few, inglorious, and long 
inactive Forces, and of its neglected and di- 
miniſhed Fleet, with the ruined Remains of 
the maritime Power of France, cannot injure 
Great-Britain more fatally than a partial and 
treacherous Friendſhip. 
. Altho 
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Altho' the Northern States ſhould become 
Parties in the Conteſt, yet Great-Britain can 
forgive the Ingratitude, and Folly, which ſhe 
has often experienced; and, whenever Per- 
fidy ſhall have its Hour of Completion, ſhe 
will draw ſome Advantages from the Injuries 
which are done her; ſhe will ſee her Ene- 
mies ; and from the Ble fling of Providence, 
and her 'own Magnanimity, and from the 
Preſumptions ſuggeſted by the increaſing 
Strength of her Navy, and the Courage of 
her Officers, it is to be hoped, that ſhe will 
not only ſee her Enemies, but that ſhe will 
do more, ſhe will conquer them. | 
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